
Jefferson Market Courthouse, America’s Fifth Most Beautiful Building in 1885 
 
As the Jefferson Market Garden Historian, I have given many tours of this precious piece of 
greenery in the heart of Greenwich Village. And while the Garden has tremendous history, I am 
lucky to have as a backdrop a beautiful building, the Jefferson Market Library (formerly the Jefferson 
Market Courthouse), which in the 1880s was voted one of the most beautiful buildings in the United 
States. 
 
When describing the Courthouse, I mention that it was voted the fifth most beautiful building in 
America in 1885. In that year, the readers of​ The American Architect and Building News ​ were 
invited to name, by a consensus of votes, their choice of the ten most beautiful buildings in the 
country. Actually the vote was for “the best ten buildings” but I believe “best” can be defined as 
“beautiful.” People on my tours are curious about the other winners in the poll, and I tell them. 
 
So here they are with their architects as listed in the publication: 
 
1.   TRINITY CHURCH, BOSTON, Gambrill & Richardson. 
2.   UNITED STATES CAPITOL, WASHINGTON, D.C., Hallet, Thornton, Hadfield, Hoban, 
      Latrobe, Bulfinch, Walter and Clark 
3.   HOUSE OF W. K. VANDERBILT, NEW YORK, R. M. Hunt 
4.   TRINITY CHURCH, NEW YORK, Richard Upjohn  
5.   JEFFERSON MARKET COURT​HOUSE, NEW YORK, Frederick Clarke Withers 
6.   STATE CAPITOL, HARTFORD, CONN., Richard Upjohn 
7.   CITY HALL, ALBANY, N.Y., H. H. Richardson 
8.   SEVER HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASS., H. H. Richardson 
9.   STATE CAPITOL, ALBANY, N.Y., H. H. Richardson 
10. TOWN HALL, NORTH EASTON, MASS., H. H. Richardson 
 
Frederick Clarke Withers, of course, has special meaning for us. It should be noted that he was also 
responsible for the William Backhouse Astor, Sr. Memorial Altar and Reredos at Trinity Church (the 
fourth most beautiful building). 
 
 
 
 



 


